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Cretarhabdus 
biseriatus 

Description: 

Cretarhabdus biseriatus FoRCHHEIMER emend. BLACK, 1973 

1972 Cretarhabdus biseriatus FoRCHHEIMER, Sver. geol. Unders. Afh., Ser. C, 
n° 668, Arsbok 65 (14), p. 50, pl. 19, fig . 5 (non pl. 19, fig. 6, nee pl. 21, 
fig. 6). 
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Figs. 8, 9 - Cretar.kq.bdus biseriatus FoRCHHEIMER, 1972, x 8000. 8) Proxi
mal view. Upper Gault, Bed XII, Folkestone (H.877). SM 23321. 9) Proxi

mal view. Upper Gault, Bed XIII, Folkestone (H.878). SM 23597. 

Diagnosis: A species of Cretarhabdus with a narrow auxiliary ring in the distal shield and 3 
or 4 radially elongated perforations in each quadrant of the central area. 
Measurements (in microns): 

d d' p p' c c' 
H.756 23159 proximal view 6.3 5.1 5.5 4.4 3.5 2.2 
H.877 23321 

, , 
5.9 4.8 5.3 4.3 3.0 2.1 

H.878 23597 
, , 

(5.7) (4.6) 5.1 4.1 2.7 1.9 
H.879 23360 

, , 
6.0 5.5 5.8 4.7 2.8 2.3 

Figures in parentheses are estimated values. 
d, d' = major and minor diameters respectively of the distal shield or distal surface. 
p, p' = major and minor diameters of the proximal shield or proximal surface. 

n 
23 
23 
22 
24 

<:, c' = major and minor diameters of the central area; figures in italics indicate measurements 
on the proximal side, which are not always strictly comparable with those made on 
the distal side. 

n number of component elements in the distal shield, loxolith-ring or other marginal 
structure. 

Remarks: 

The coccoliths listed above agree with Forchheimer's figure of the holotype, and with her 
description of the proximal surface of the species (1972). The auxiliary ring of the distal shield 
is clearly visible from the proximal side. 
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Type level: 

Aptian. 

Occurrence: The full range is Hauterivian to Cenomanian, recorded by Forchheimer from 
the Kopingsberg Borehole jn SE Sweden (1972). In England this species has been found in 
only part of this range, all the records being from the Upper Gault (Upper Albian) of Folke
stone, where it is always rare. 

Type locality: 

Kopingsberg Borehole n° 1, near Ystad, Scania, SE Sweden. 

Depository: 

Collection of electron micrographs at the Sedgwick Museum, Cambridge. 
Holotype: Specimen figured Forchheimer 1972; S Kp 338 S3a/1; from the Aptian of the Ko
pingsberg Borehole No. 1, near Ystad, Scania, SE Sweden, 924.2 metres below ground. This 
level is shown as being at the top of the Aptian; the type stratum is stated on p. SO to 
be Albian, but this presumably refers to the paratype, S Kp 9490/11. 

Author: 

Black M., 1973, p. SO; pl. 17, figs. 8, 9. 

Reference: 

British Lower Cretaceous Coccoliths. I. Gault Clay, Part 2. Palaeontogr. Soc. Monogr., vol. 
127, pp. 49-112, text-figs. 39-S1, pls. 17-33. 
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